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“What Jesus Does”      Text – John 1:3-5        Readings – 1 Cor. 8:5-6; Heb 1:1-3; Col 1:15-23;

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

Listen to two men who meet for the first time and they will begin by swapping names: Gidday.  I’m Bob.  Hi. I’m Pete.  And what will always be the next thing asked?  What do you do?  So the first thing they reveal is who they are and the second thing they reveal is what they do.  
Well, we have that same method of introduction in the opening verses of John’s Gospel.  We noted last time that John tells us later in his Gospel that he wrote it hoping to convince his readers to believe that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”  And while he is going to lay out the evidence for this in his Gospel, he begins with a declaration of this right at the beginning.  And so, with vv1-2, John tells us Who Jesus is.  And as we looked at those verses last time we saw how they reveal that Jesus is the eternal Son of God.  That is who Jesus is.
But now, as we come to vv3-5, John tells us what Jesus does.  Again, thinking back to why John wrote his Gospel, it was “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”   Well, vv1-2 give us Jesus, the Son of God.  But vv3-5 give us Jesus, the Christ.  You see, Christ is a title.  It has to do with His work.  It has to do with what He does.  So to believe rightly is to know and believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  You must know and believe Who He is and What He does.  But we are also going to see that knowing and believing that Jesus is the Christ has implications for those who are followers of Jesus Christ – you and me.
So as John tells us What Jesus Does, there are three main statements that we want to consider: The first has to do with Jesus and Creation, the second has to do with Jesus and Life, and the third has to do with Jesus and light.  So let’s take them one at a time.
I.  First of all then, Jesus and creation.  We read, “Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.”
A. We saw last time that the opening words of John’s Gospel are a very clear reference to the beginning of Genesis and creation.  John’s point there was that Jesus already existed when the work of creation began.  And this is both reinforced with what is said in v3 and enhanced.  Let me explain:  
1. It is reinforced because John says that all things were made through Him, and nothing that was made has been made without Him.  Do you see the significance of what John says?  Everything that was created, everything that came into being out of nothing, everything that once did not exist but now exists, was made through Jesus.  So on one side you have all the things that were made/created, and on the other side you have Jesus.  So it follows then that Jesus Himself cannot be a created being.  And this is a massive point because the Bible is very plain that the man, Jesus, began life in the womb of the Virgin Mary.  What John is declaring here though is that He existed before then as the eternal Son of God before that; in fact, He exists eternally; He is without beginning; He is not a part of the creation.  So this is how v3 reinforces what John said in v1 about the eternal existence of Jesus.
2. But what He says in v3 also enhances what He is saying about Jesus.  For not only did Jesus exist before creation, the whole of creation came into being through Him.  Jesus was not some silent bystander while the Father created the universe.  No, the Father created all things through Jesus.  And the importance of this truth is seen in how often it is referred to in the NT.  We read some of the references earlier: 1 Corinthians 8:6, Colossians 1:16, and Hebrews 1:2; they all speak about how all of creation came into existence through Jesus.  And this speaks of the power and majesty and glory of Jesus!
a. If you boys and girls were to go outside and see a leaf fly past, would you think to yourself, “Wow!  That leaf is making itself fly through the air really fast”?  No.  You know that something more powerful than the leaf is carrying it along.  And we have a name for that power, don’t we.  What is it called?  The wind.  
b. And when you look down at the watch on your wrist, you don’t wonder how all those bits of metal and plastic randomly came together to make a watch.  You know that there must be a skilful and powerful person who made the watch!  
c. Well, as you look around you at this incredible creation, it broadcasts a powerful and skilful Creator!  For all this to exist, there must be someone more powerful who made it.  And John is telling us that that person is Jesus!  
d. We are going to learn in our journey through John’s Gospel that Jesus turned water into wine.  We know that it normally takes a long time and a chemical process to get wine.  But Jesus made it happen in a moment!  And Jesus takes a few bits of bread and turns it into a meal for thousands!  And Jesus raises people from the dead!  In fact, at the very centre of salvation is belief in Jesus rising from the dead.  And scientifically, none of that is possible.  But all that is ‘child’s-play’ for one by whom all things were created in the space of six days.  
e. With Jesus and in Jesus is the power of creation!   
B. Now congregation, we simply must say something here about the wickedness of the theory of evolution.  The theory of evolution is nothing less than an attempt to strip Jesus Christ of His power.  These verses and the rest of the Bible want us to know that with Jesus and in Jesus is the power of creation.  The astonishing creation activity of those six days in Genesis 1, all that was done through Jesus!  
1. “Let there be light!”  Boom! there is light!  “‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night … and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.’ And it was so.”  Sun/Moon/stars/planets/ galaxies.  “Let the waters teem with living creatures…”  Boom!  Whales/sharks/ goldfish/ plankton/plesiosaurus.  “Let the birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky…”  Boom!  Eagles/Tuis/Pterodactyls.  Let the land produce living creatures…”  Boom!  Lions/Triceratops/Monkeys/ Mammoths.  “Let us make man in our image…” Boom!  Adam from the dust of the ground and then Eve from Adam’s rib.  
2. Some evolutionists might be willing to allow God to ‘light the match’ that starts it all of, but the rest of it is all natural process at work over billions of years.  
3. But the Bible says, ‘No!’  God spoke all made-things into existence out of nothing.  And Jesus is the Word of God by whom all things were made.  
4. With Jesus and in Jesus is creation power.
II.  And that brings us to the second statement about what Jesus does, which has to do with Jesus and life.  We read, “In Him was life.”  
A. And Jesus and life is going to be one of John’s main themes throughout the Gospel.  
1. I have already mentioned John 20:31 several times in these first two sermons.  It is the verse where John explains why he wrote his gospel: “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  So life is something we receive when we believe in Jesus.  And this life is eternal life.  Listen to this parallel passage from 1 John 5:11, where this same John says, “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  So those who believe in Jesus receive eternal life.
2. But life in Jesus is not just about eternity.  Many of you will know Jesus’ words in John 14:6, where He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”  Jesus is the very centre of life; this life, here and now, cannot be understood or properly experienced apart from Jesus Christ.  Oh to be sure, you can exist apart from Jesus Christ, but that is not living; that is not living according to the purpose for which we have been created.  And we shall have much more to say about this as we continue through the Gospel.  
B. But let’s think some more about Jesus and life.  To begin with, Jesus is the source of physical life.  
1. We have already seen from v3 that all made/created things came into existence through Jesus.  Therefore, Adam and Eve came into existence through Jesus.  All human life comes into existence through Jesus.  He is the source of physical life.  
a. So let’s pause for a minute and think about the implications of Jesus as the source of physical life.  What is the Sixth Commandment?  “You shall not murder.”  So why that commandment?  Is it just because murder is not very nice?  No, it is because Jesus is the source of physical life.  That is why abortion is evil.  That is why euthanasia and assisted suicide are evil.  They are actions that end life; they are forms of murder.   So brothers and sisters, and young people, when you are writing your letter to your MP about these matters, by all means use statistics and science and sociology to support your arguments, but do not shy away from saying, Thus says the Lord, “You shall not murder,” because Jesus is the source of physical life. 
C. But Jesus is also the source of spiritual life.  
1. I am pretty sure that at least some of you will know what Ezekiel 37 is all about.  
a. In Ezekiel 37, the prophet sees this valley with scattered, dry, human bones lying all over the place.  And he is told to prophesy to the bones.  And God says to Ezekiel, as you do that, “I will make breath enter the bones and they will come to life and have tendons and flesh attached, and be covered with skin.”  So Ezekiel prophesies and lo and behold that is exactly what happens!  He says, “I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet-- a vast army.” Can you imagine the sight?!  
b. Now, God did this through Ezekiel as a sign that He would bring Israel back to Jerusalem after the exile.  Ezekiel thought the people of Israel were ‘dead and buried’ in Babylon, as it were.  But God wanted Him to know that they would ‘live again’ in Jerusalem.  
2. But that image is true of what God does in every sinner who comes to faith in Jesus Christ.  Turn with me please to Ephesians 2.  (p.1225)  Verse 1 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.”  Dead!  Dry bones!  Now, Paul is talking there to Non-Jews.  But in v3, he includes himself and the Jews among the spiritually dead: “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.”  Apart from Jesus, all human beings are “objects of wrath.”  Our eternal destiny, which we fully deserve as sinners, is hell.  We are spiritually dead.  But look at what Paul goes on to say in v4, “But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved.”  Salvation is described here as being made alive; a spiritually dead person is made a spiritually alive person.  And who is the source of that spiritual life?  Christ!  “Made us alive with Christ.”  So Jesus is also the source of spiritual life.  

D. And all this means that if you are alive, you owe that to Jesus who is the source of physical life.  And if you are a believer, you owe that to Jesus who is the source of spiritual life!  And I know this is a room full of believers.  So we owe Jesus everything, don’t we!  In John 10:10, Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  I said earlier that life cannot be understood or properly experienced apart from Jesus Christ.  And this is because life has meaning in and through and with Jesus Christ.  If you know Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, you have what is needed to live life to the full; to live the abundant life.  You have no excuse for being miserable and always complaining and being unsatisfied.  You have every reason to live lives of such joy and contentment and hope and peace that your life is a blessing to others.  Does that describe you, believer?  Does that describe how you live? 
III.  Jesus is the source of physical and spiritual life.  Abundant life can only be found in relationship with Jesus.  But thirdly, we see that the last statement of John has to do with Jesus and light: “And that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
A. John is also going to have much to say about Jesus and light in his Gospel.  In fact, at one stage, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.”  And this image almost needs no explanation.  Can we see anything when it is completely dark?  No we cannot.  If I were to come at night time to clean the church, and I left the lights off, I would be wasting my time because I could not see the bulletins and the lolly wrappers and the toenail clippings, and whatever else you all leave behind after a worship service.  But switch on the light and there it all is, in plain sight!  
B. Well, spiritually speaking, Jesus came to a world covered in darkness.  
1. God’s people, in OT times, were the Jews.  He worked in a saving way, almost exclusively, with the Jews.  That means that all the other nations of the world, for around 2000 years, which is from Abraham to the coming of Jesus, were in the dark grip of idolatry and unbelief.  Have you ever thought about that?  2000 years of human existence and only one small nation in the Middle East that knows God.  
2. And if you are wondering if I am overstating it a bit, do you remember what the devil promised Jesus, during the wilderness temptations, if Jesus would bow down and worship him?  We read that “the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  "All this I will give you. "”  And he could make that promise because at that time in world history, he owned the nations of the world.  
3. Jesus came to a world covered in spiritual darkness.
C. And during His time on earth, He was like a massive spotlight that exposed the deadness and darkness of sin and unbelief.  As He came into contact with individuals and crowds, His purity and grace exposed their corruption and pride and lust and greed and arrogance and lies and unbelief.  
1. Some, in fact just a few, were attracted to the light and believed in Him.  Many though, including the Jews, rejected Him.  
2. And this all came to a head at Calvary.  That is the place where the devil, the prince of darkness, and all his demons, and the Jews and the Romans, who represented the whole world, joined forces to try and put out the light.  
3. And do you remember what happened between 12pm and 3pm as Jesus hung on the cross?  Darkness covered the land.  It looked like the darkness had won.  And it sounded like the darkness had won, because Jesus said, “It is finished.”  But was that a cry of defeat?  No, it was the cry of triumph!  Atonement for sin had been made.  The punishment for sin had been endured.  The wrath of God was satisfied.  And so, the devil was defeated.  Jesus’ had done what He came to do, or at least, it would be fully done in three days when He rose from the dead!  
4. And this is what verse 5 is talking about: “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” You will see in your NIV Bibles that there is a note attached to the word “understand.”  The note says that the word “overcome” is another possible translation of the Greek word there.  Other English versions go with “overcome” and I think that is the best sense of what is being described here.  At Calvary, Jesus won; the light won, not the darkness!    
D. And ever since then, the gospel of Jesus has conquered the darkness of unbelief in the hearts of men and women and young people and boys and girls, first in Jerusalem, then in Judea, then in Samaria, and then further out into the whole earth.  And here we are today, in far off NZ, a room full of those in whom the light of Jesus has conquered the darkness of unbelief.  
1. And if you are sitting there, right now, and you want to know how to leave the darkness of your sin and guilt, listen to these words from John 3:17: “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.”  In Jesus is life, and that life is the light of men.  Come to Jesus and receive life in His name.  All you have to do is to confess your sin, repent of your sin, and believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, who died on the cross for your sins.

2. And to those of you who do believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, here is a question for you: Jesus is no longer walking on the face of the earth as He once did.   So how can the light of Christ be seen today?  It can only be seen as you reflect His light.  Ephesians 5:8-11 says this, “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light … find out what pleases the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness.”  
a. Does that sound like a description of your life?  
b. The context of those verses makes clear what darkness and light look like:
i. Darkness – drunkenness, sexual immorality, lying, stealing, bitterness, anger, rude jokes.  These things have no place among those who claim to be in Christ.
ii. Light – speaking the truth, sexual purity, up-building talk, being a hard worker and sharing with those in need, kindness, compassion, forgiveness, thanksgiving, submission to authority.  These things should increasingly characterize those who claim to be in Christ.
c. So again, I ask you, does this sound like a description of your life?  Are you one who strives to reflect the light of Christ?

Jesus is the eternal Son of God.  That is Who He is.  But now we also know what He does: With Jesus and in Jesus is creation power.  He is the source of life in every sense of the word.  And He is the light that conquers darkness.  Hallelujah!  What a Saviour!  
Amen.
